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with well-groomed horses, polished harness-chains,
spick-and-span guns and limbers, and every man
smart and trim.

The 19th was an historic date. The King and
Queen of the Belgians arrived at Antwerp, and that
afternoon attended a Te Deum in the Cathedral.
Belgian troops had last left it on the night of October
9, 1914, when smoke and flames made a pall as over
some city of the Inferno. They returned to streets
bright with flags and crowded with the cheering
citizens whose days of torment were over. That day
Mangin's Tenth Army entered Metz an hour after
noon. Petain, now a Marshal of France, rode at the
head of them. Every house flew the tricolour of the
Republic, and the roadways were lined by young girls
in the quaint costume of Lorraine. On Wednesday
the 20th the French reached the Rhine. Five days
later King Albert made his solemn entry into
Brussels, the capital which he had abandoned in
order to save his country. On the 23rd the American
Third Army, advancing through Luxembourg, crossed
the German frontier. On Monday the 25th the
French entered Strassburg, the most dramatic
moment of all. Early in the afternoon came P6tain,
in his long cavalry cloak, for the day was chilly,
and took his stand in front of the Imperial Palace
in the Kaiserplatz. Beside him stoodrGouraud, with
his empty right sleeve, the most romantic figure
among the great captains of France ; and the three
group commanders, Castelnau, Fayolle, and Maistre.
Then through the streets, where nearly every name
was German and every flag was French, moved the
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